The " Lusitania " Incident

American point of view, and whether we can see our way to assist
the present Government to secure by means of joint conversa-
tions with Germany and England the freedom of the seas, which
has jjdways been the main object of Mr. Wilson's endeavours."

Dr. Dernburg returned to Germany in the middle "of June,
having been provided, by request of the American Government,
with a safe conduct from the Entente. I went to New York to
take leave of Dr. Dernburg and invited a few friends to dinner
in the roof-garden of the Ritz-Carlton Hotel on the eve of his
departure. One incident of our gathering may be regarded as
typical of the atmosphere of these Lusitania days : a party of
people for whom the next table to ours had been reserved refused
to take it, as they declined to sit down in the neighbourhood of
Germans.

After Dr. Dernburg's departure I deemed it advisable, in view
of the popular hostility towards us, to redistribute the greater
part of Dr. Dernburg's duties. I did so, therefore, in agreement
with the Foreign Office, and with the assistance of Dernburg's
former colleague, Councillor Albert, took over, in addition to
his former business with the Central Purchasing Company, all
financial and economic affairs, and was attached to the Embassy
as commercial adviser. Dr. Alexander Fuehr became Chief of the
Press Bureau and Captain Hecker took over the duties con-
nected with the German Red Cross. Unfortunately the gene-
rosity of many in America, and particularly those of German
descent, has not been fully recognized or appreciated by the
people of Germany. . The total sum remitted to Germany for our
Red Cross and other similar societies amounts to over 20,000,000
marks. The disillusion of our people at home when they realized
the slight political influence exercised by the German-American
element in the United States has led them to overlook their
great achievements in the cause of charity, which were inspired
by a heartfelt sympathy with the sufferings of the German nation.
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